
 

Cornell University 
Prison Education Program 

CPEP Board Meeting - May 24, 2017 - 3 to 4:30pm in Ives Hall Rm. 281 

Present: Sam Nelson, Ken McClane, Anna Haskins, Jamila Michener, Alex Chertok, Will 
Marshall, Alison Van Dyke, Ray Roe, Sandra Greene, Rob Scott, Rob Eap, Kyri Murdough, 
Cathi Root 
 
Absent: Amber Aspinall, Bridget Brew, John Crutchfield, Christian French, Nancy Quintanilla, 
Deb Streeter 
 
 
Agenda: 

1. Announcements: 
a. Sunshine Lady Foundation update 
b. Elmira CF update 
c. 5/27 graduation luncheon 
d. 6/10 screening of "Human Again" 
e. 10/20-22 NY-CHEP conference in NYC 

2. Draft CPEP reentry policy outline (see attached) 
3. Certificate Committee update 
4. Board rotation July 1 (see attached)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Draft CPEP Reentry Policy Proposal Outline 

§1: Distinguishing among college-enrolled returning citizens 
• “new to college” <30 credit hours 
• “some college”  ≥30 credit hours 
• AA graduate   AA degree 
• transfer student from another college-in-prison program 

 
§2: CPEP currently endeavors to work with students with “some college” or an AA degree. 

CPEP also works with people who are “new to college” who show exceptional persistence 
and commitment to continue their education. What CPEP does: 
• Pre-release consultation and needs analysis 
• Documentation of initial experience of return, and subsequent milestones 
• Referrals to social service agencies 
• Coordinate letters of recommendation 
• Assist with college applications, FAFSA, etc. 
• Occasional networking events hosted throughout the year in Ithaca and NYC   

§3: What CPEP doesn’t do:  
• Connect active, in-prison DOCCS volunteers with newly paroled CPEP students 
• Direct provisioning of social services 
• Directly paying, employing, or enrolling students via Cornell 

	
Figure 1: Map of the geographic distribution of the only 18 CPEP students who completed one 
“full year of college” (≥30 college credits) who had been paroled as of July 1, 2017. 



Faculty Director as of July 1, 2017: Bruce Levitt, Theatre  
 
Advisory Board as of July 1, 2017 : The board shall have approximately 20 members. 
Board members are elected to a three-year term, with at least one year off between 
terms. 
 
 
Terms expiring June 30, 2018 

1. Undergrad Representative (vacant) 
2. John Crutchfield  
3. Anna Haskins 
4. Ken McClane 
5. Jamila Michener 
6. Alison Van Dyke 

  
Terms of July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2019 

7. Bridget Brew 
8. Alex Chertok  
9. Sandra Greene  
10. William Marshall  
11. Sam Nelson 
12. Raymond Roe 
13. Deborah Streeter  

 
New Term of July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2020  

14. Rachel Aleks 
15. Mary Katzenstein 
16. Bruce Levitt 
17. Tom Owens 
18. Bob Turgeon 
19. Jan Zeserson 

 
 
Off the board… 

• Christian French (served 4 years) 
• Nancy Quintanilla (graduating/on market) 
• Joe Margulies (declined) 
• Russell Rickford (declined) 
• Lyrae Van-Clief Stefanon (declined) 


