
Rob’s Notes 
Cornell Prison Education Program Board Meeting 
December 10, 2015 – 4-6pm - 321 Weill Hall 
Dial-in: (712)770-4010  Access Code: 366209# 
 
Present: Julily Kohler-Hausmann, Kyri Murdough, Cathi Root, Paul Sawyer, Rob Scott, Tom 
Owens, Kirsten Coe, Nicole Peppin, Mary Katzenstein, Anna Haskins, Alison Van Dyke, Jamila 
Michener, Bill Goldsmith, Benay Rubenstein, Chris Garces, Jan Zeserson, Sandra Greene, Tyi 
McCray. 
 
Absent: Ed Bailey, John Crutchfield, Christian French, Bruce Levitt, Nancy Koschmann, Ken 
McClane, Richard Polenberg.  
 
1. Proposed New Committee: Certificate Committee 
 
Three arguments for offering a Cornell Certificate program via CPEP: 

1. Certificate = matriculation = financial aid eligibility 
2. Our students are being educated by Cornell but their credentialing doesn't reflect that 
3. We have a donor offering to sponsor this initiative so this behooves us to investigate it 

 
Sandra Greene: Does it have to be a Certificate in the Liberal Arts? Might it be better to certify 
students in critical reading and writing? Or something else… 
Mary Katzenstein: Liberal arts might attract students from engineering to A&S? 
 
Renewed pledges to meet as a committee and formulate a proposal for a certificate program: 

1. Anna Haskins 
2. Rob Scott 
3. Jamila Michener 
4. Tyi McCray 
5. Tom Owens 
6. Sandra Greene 

 
The committee will take it from here. 
 
2. Proposed New Committee: 2016 Humanities Conference 
 
A line item was included in the Mellon Foundation grant for a Mellon Humanities Education in 
Prison Summit & Program Launch. The basics: 

• $20k for 2016 event, $10k each for 2017 and 2018 follow-ups 
• For 2016, ~$9000 has been committed to reserving rooms, space, and food at the Statler 

Hotel for the weekend of Oct. 7-9… Remaining $11k unplanned as of yet 
• $5k additional requested by the Central NY Humanities Corridor working group on 

prisons and religious studies (Josh Dubler, U Rochester, Vincent Lloyd, S.U., and Chris 
Garces, Cornell) 

 
The event should be a summit, a conference, a program launch, should emphasize humanities… 
Paul: traditional humanities conference is very academic… 
Others: maybe this should be less focused on traditional panels… 
 
2016 Mellon Humanities in Prison Conference Committee: 

1. Chris Garces 
2. Paul Sawyer 
3. Rob Scott 



 
3. Proposed Changes to the CPEP Charter  
 
Rob read the following aloud: 

• The Spring 2013 concept of the Advisory Board was that the board served to 
administrate most aspects of the program (planning curricula, recruiting instructors, 
raising money, and circulating information to the wider community). Entering Spring 
2016 we have a program where much of this is accomplished by the staff. 

• My proposed revisions to the Charter are designed to frame the board roles as 
innovators and advisors to the program, rather than running the program.  

• Thus, I re-frame the description of the committees and emphasize special project 
committees rather than standing administrative committees. Reviewing past committees, 

o Communication Committee was never formed in the first place.  
o Planning Committee hasn’t met since Summer 2014. 
o Curriculum Committee met once in early 2015. 
o Development Committee is active. 

• In the revision the Exec. Director runs development with a committee and the Academic 
Director (beginning 7/1/16) runs curriculum with a committee – the other two 
committees are removed and replaced with ad hoc special committees.  

• Most of the remaining changes are just to make the language accurately reflect how the 
program operates.  

• One other issue: the old charter said that the faculty director would convene a 
committee to review the Exec. Director – I would respectfully submit that the Vice 
Provost already does performance review during Jan/Feb of each year. 

 
Bill/Sandra/others: just because the faculty director hasn’t convened panels to review the 
executive director doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t keep that language in the charter.  
 
A vote was called to approve the proposed changes, while leaving the language about the 
faculty director reviewing the executive director’s performance unchanged. Unanimously 
approved by those present. 
 
 
4. Electing new Faculty Director (sans nominees) 
 
The two nominees for Faculty Director (July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2018) are Jamila Michener and 
Chris Garces. They were asked to leave the room, their CVs were distributed to those present, 
and the board discussed their candidacies in their absence. A final decision was not reached. 
Two members of the board volunteered to take additional steps to help the board reach a 
decision. 
 
 
Adjourned.  
























